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tribe of Kajar, whose origin was Turkish. The Kajars are a very numerous tribe. There are nearly 3,000 of them in different grades of society, and all are for ever noble, though some occupy very menial positions nowadays. One of our Legation servants was a Kajar, and he was always addressed as Kadji Khan, though he went out on the box of the carriage !
Curiously enough, the chief of the tribe is not the Shah. The Head Kajar is called Il-Khani. But so much importance is attached to the tribe that when it comes to the question of the succession to the Throne, the son of a Kajar Princess is selected, even though he may not be the elder son.
In 1913 I deserted my family and friends in the Persian capital to go back for a few weeks to the delights of a London season. I had undertaken to deliver certain dispatches from my husband to the Foreign Office, and determined to acquit myself of my mission in the shortest possible time. I did the journey from door to door in eight days and eight nights. It was at that time, and may still be, a world record.
It was a lively and exciting journey. We had at that time a first-rate chauffeur named Bell and a light four-seater touring car which was almost the first seen in Teheran. The first stage of the journey home from the Persian capital to Enzeli, on the Caspian Sea, had hitherto been performed by carriage, a terribly tedious journey involving three sleepless nights on the road as one jogged slowly along, stopping at rest-houses for only time enough to give the wretched nags a breather. If one liked, one could spend the night in these ill-named rest-houses, but most people preferred to push on after hastily consuming a cupPERSIA                            245
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